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		3    Answers 
		
		
		 iPad as EFB, FAA Part 91: AFM as PDF legal?

		 Asked by: AndiKunzi  
		4573 views
		document, electronic, flight, manual
           FAA Regulations 
	   

	   
 
	   
	    Does anybody have an answer whether it is legal for Part 91 operations to carry the required, updated FAA approved Airplane Flight Manual as PDF documents on the iPad?

Looking here
http://www.faa.gov/documentlibrary/m...%20120-76b.pdf
gives no clear answer, but makes me think it would be OK, since no approval necesseray for part 91 and in the list at the end AFM is a top item which might be replaced for commercial ops, if EFB is approved.

I want to be really sure about that before getting ramp checked showing my iPad to the inspector. 



        


    	
                

                Ace Any FAA Written Test!

                		Actual FAA Questions / Free Lifetime Updates
		The best explanations in the business
		Fast, efficient study.



            	
                

                Pass Your Checkride With Confidence!

                		FAA Practical Test prep that reflects actual checkrides.
		Any checkride: Airplane, Helicopter, Glider, etc.
		Written and maintained by actual pilot examiners and master CFIs. 

	
                

                The World's Most Trusted eLogbook

                		Be Organized, Current, Professional, and Safe.
		Highly customizable - for student pilots through pros.
		Free Transition Service for users of other eLogs.




    	
        Our sincere thanks to pilots such as yourself who support AskACFI while helping themselves by using the awesome
            PC,
            Mac,
            iPhone/iPad,
            and Android

            aviation
            apps of our sponsors.
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					   on  Dec 05, 2015  
                    
                    
                     		
				
		 
        
                     

                
				For part 91 the answer is Yes and the requirements are spelled out in advisory circular 91-78 I believe.
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										Mark Kolber					   on  Dec 05, 2015  
                    
                    
                     		
				
		 
        
                     

                
				Jeff has the correct AC for vanilla Part 91 ops – 91-78, not 120-76B which specifically says 

Aircraft operated  under part 91, except for parts 91F and 91K, require no EFB  authorization or compliance with this AC

91-78 contemplates use of an EFB as a container for the manual:

EFB systems may be used in  conjunction with, or to replace, some of the paper reference material  that pilots typically carry in  the cockpit. EFBs can electronically store and retrieve information required for flight operations, such as the POH and supplements…

But, interestingly, the same paragraph in AC120-76B that says it does not apply to vanilla Part 91 goes on to say, “provided the EFB does not replace any equipment or operating information required by the regulations.” Hmmmm. The vast bulk of the information in a POH is “operating information required by the regulations.”

I think that small discrepancy doesn’t prohibit the use of an electronic POH for Part 91 but it does raise enough of a question in my mind to ask: Why not keep the paper document in the airplane anyway? 

I’m mostly a paperless pilot. No paper chart backup for almost 5 years. But there are things paper is still better for. And one group of them is paper that one might want to look at while using an EFB for other purposes. As one example, I have a friend who still uses paper checklists because he prefers to have the airport information and taxiway diagram in front of him on the EFB. More pertinent to the EFB, suppose an emergency or abnormal situation in which you want to continue using your tablet for situational awareness, terrain issues, airport information, while to ask a passenger to look up a procedure. Likely? perhaps not (we hope, anyway), but that paper volume might be very helpful sitting nearby.

					
			

		

		
		    
		
        
       
       
       
        
                	+3 Votes  3 Votes  0 Votes
            


	 
		 

	

			
		
		    
			
				
					

					
					


					
					 
					 				
				

				
			

			    
		 
				
			    
				
				
                

                	 
										AndiKunzi
					   on  Jan 05, 2016  
                    
                    
                     		
				
		 
        
                     

                
				Reason for asking:

The AFM must include all AFM supplements, including:

amended props, different airconditioning, radar, autopilot, Aspen PFD, TCAS I, engine monitor, GTN750 (OK, that includes the Garmin traffic and GWX 70), stormscope, transponder, etc. and some other modifications (pumps) or ADs (loading, engine failure, severe icing). That makes the AFM barely handable. Won\’t match in its assigned place in the cockpit, too.

I want to keep the paper for everything essential to airframe and engines, the rest (avionis)  in a complete, well structured AFM on the iPad. Looking at the answers and what I read, this should be legal for part 91 ops.
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        The following terms have been auto-detected the question above and any answers or discussion provided. Click on a term to see its definition from the Dauntless Aviation JargonBuster Glossary. 

    
	
        
    	

    	EFB
	FAA
	Part 91
	AFM
	updated
	approved
	Airplane Flight Manual
	clear
	item
	ops
	ramp
	radar
	autopilot
	PFD
	TCAS I
	monitor
	traffic
	transponder
	modifications
	ADs
	failure
	severe icing
	airframe
	complete
	read
	Aircraft
	require
	compliance
	container
	reference
	POH
	electronic
	airplane
	chart
	checklists
	airport
	taxiway
	front
	emergency
	continue
	situational awareness
	terrain
	Likely
	volume
	advisory circular









       
    
    Answer Question





Our sincere thanks to all who contribute constructively to this forum in answering flight training questions.  
If you are a flight instructor or represent a flight school / FBO offering flight instruction, you are welcome 
to include links to your site and related contact information as it pertains to offering local flight instruction in a specific geographic area.   
Additionally, direct links to FAA and related official government sources of information are welcome.
However we thank you for your understanding that links to other sites or text that 
may be construed as explicit or implicit advertising of other business, sites, or goods/services are not permitted even if such
links nominally are relevant to the question asked.   
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